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Message from Chairman Scott K. York
Dear Friends:

As you receive this newslet-
ter the Board of Supervisors
adopted the County budget
for FY2003. I voted against
the budget because it did

not reach the level of spending cuts in the
general government that I was proposing.
In addition, I was dissapointed that my
plan to restore $5 million in aid to our
schools was not adopted.

With that said, while we are one-year away
from the adoption of FY2004 budget,
work is well underway to address the
issues raised by increasing costs due to
population growth.

Unplanned Growth Costs

As you know, due to the approval of
housing developments in the late 1980’s

and in the 1990’s,
Loudoun’s population
has grown by more than
100% since 1990.
Loudoun County is the

fastest growing County east of the Missis-
sippi River. With development has come
the need for more police, fire/rescue,
schools etc.

In August of this year, Loudoun County
(with voter approval) will be opening five
new schools to meet student population
needs and in August 2003 we will be
opening six additional schools.  The

preliminary estimate for education costs for
2004 will contain an $80 million increase.

What We Are Doing

As you know, the County’s Revised Com-
prehensive Plan was adopted in July of last
year.  Currently, the Board is working
cooperatively with the Planning Commis-
sion and will ultimately enact the appropri-
ate changes to the County’s Zoning Ordi-
nance and other related documents to
implement the principles contained in the
Comprehensive Plan.

The net result of the plan is that the County
will be able to meet its economic develop-
ment goals while at the same time protect-
ing the taxpayers from uncontrolled growth
which quite frankly costs “big bucks”.

Wall Street Says Planning Effort Will
Save at Least $250 Million

This past Fall when the Wall Street Rating
Agencies reaffirmed the County’s AA+
bond rating they applauded the County’s
planning efforts.  In fact, Moody’s Bond

Rating Agency said the following,
“..the county’s proactive

approach to land use
planning, interconnected
with capital planning, is

expected to save officials, at
least, $250 million in infrastructure

costs otherwise associated with full-scale
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development..”

We cannot afford to reverse these
planning efforts.

We Must Utilize Resources Wisely
and Work to Ensure Our Fair Share of
State Funding

The County general government in coopera-
tion with our elected School Board officials
and non-elected officials must all work
together to ensure that the resources pro-
vided to the general government and the
schools is used to its maximum potential.
You can be assured that I continue to speak
out to ensure that this is done and have made
a number of proposals that will increase
Board of Supervisors oversight and review.

We as local elected officials together with
our residents must demand from Richmond
the appropriate level of funding for services
that it mandates upon County government --
especially education. According to our
County Administrator, Loudoun County
residents send $400 million a year in income
tax revenue to the State, but Loudoun re-

ceives in return approximately $102 million
(see chart below).  This is just plain unfair to
Loudoun taxpayers.

The Challenges Ahead

As I have outlined, Loudoun County faces a
number of challenges as we work to imple-
ment the Comprehensive Plan and address
the budgetary impact of a still growing
population.  In addition, in the next several
weeks the debate in Richmond will grow
louder with respect to the State’s commit-
ment to transportation and what happens
will have an impact our County. You can be
assured that I am working hard to have our
collective voices heard that the State must
fund the critical highway projects that it has
promised to help address the congestion that
this region of the Commonwealth faces.

As always, I welcome your thoughts and
suggestions.

Scott K. York
Chairman
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